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‘ P R O C E E D I N G S  

MR. WOODY: Christopher Johnson. 

MR. JOHNSON: Right. 

MR. WOODY: Middle initial? 

MR. JOHNSON: Ronald, R. 

MR. WOODY: R for Ronald. 

And your job title? 

MR. JOHNSON: Engineer. 

MR. WOODY: Could you start and just give me a 

little bit of history of background and how you got 

into marine field? 

MR. JOHNSON: I started at New York Waterway 

in 1995, engineer. That was my first experience with 

marine engineering. And then I came here after that in 

‘96, I have been doing that, started out on deck, but 

got into the engineering part of the business j u s t  

helping the head engineer. And then I just came over 

here full time. That would be engineering, you know, 

two and a half, three years ago. I also worked for 

Detroit Diesel for a couple of months. 

MR. WOODY: Detroit Diesel, was that a company 

that fixes diesel engines - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Detroit Diesel is like a 

specific, does marine, everything. 

MR. WOODY: Cars, trucks. 
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MR. JOHNSON: Everything, yes, buses, heavy 

machinery. 

MR. WHITE: You worked for the manufacturer? 

MR. JOHNSON: Yes. I worked with my father. 

He owned a garage. Did a lot on cars. So, I got into 

the - -  
MR. WOODY: You have been with Fast, New York 

Fast Ferry - -  
MR. JOHNSON: December ‘96. 

MR. WOODY: December ‘ 96. 
And how long have you been engineer on the 

boat? You alluded to it, but - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Two and a half years. 

MR. WOODY: Two and a half years. 

Okay. What kind of schedule do you work? 

MR. JOHNSON: I work from 4:30 in the morning 

to approximately, it depends on, like the finish time 

is when the last run and sometimes, one day it is 7:30 

and other days 8:30, you know, we rest during the day. 

MR. WOODY: All right. And how many days on 

duty are you per week? 

MR. JOHNSON: I do between three and four. 

MR. WOODY: Three or four. 

MR. JOHNSON: On the boat. And usually I will 

come in on Saturday to tidy up work that can’t be done 
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on the week - -  
MR. WOODY: All right. Can you think of any 

questions you wanted to ask about Chris’ background? 

MR. WHITE: Do you have any licenses? 

MR. JOHNSON: I have a 100 ton master license. 

MR. WHITE: Where did you get that from? 

MR. JOHNSON: Post - -  
MR. WHITE: Well, yeah, where did you get the 

experience for it? 

MR. JOHNSON: Oh, at the time here when I 

first started here, I started on deck, worked my way up 

to mate, and I acquired the license before I was a 

mate, that is where I got the time. And at Waterway, I 

was running on the boats, too, so, I acquired sea time 

on that. 

MR. WHITE: - -  Northwestern, New York 
Waterway. 

MR. JOHNSON: New York Waterway. 

MR. WHITE: What kind of - -  
MR. JOHNSON: What kind of motor is there? 

MR. WHITE: No, no, what kind of boats? 

MR. JOHNSON: They were 96 foot passenger 

ferry, 400 passenger, caterpillar diesel, plus they had 

a couple of other boats, smaller ones. 

MR. WOODY: Where did they run to and from? 
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MR. JOHNSON: They run from Weehawken, New 

York City, right across the Hudson. They also have 

runs that go to down by what is - -  Dock, St. George 
there, Battery. They have a bunch of runs down there. 

When I was there it was mainly from Weehawken to 38th 

Street. 

MR. WHITE: Okay. Tell us generally what you 

do when, like what time do you have - -  Let's say you 

are getting under way and then what is the process that 

you do as an engineer? 

MR. JOHNSON: As an engineer I pretty much 

stay in the engine room, making sure I have proper 

water flow for coolant. Take a look over the back, 

make sure the lines are all right, no oil is coming out 

anywhere, ice break in the line. Listen to the 

captain, if he tells me the temperature is getting hot, 

but I can see that in the engine room. When we start 

getting to the ice, I am down in the engine room 

monitoring the system with the motor - -  There was two 
of us, I was in one, and the big guy, Scott, was in the 

other one. I was monitoring the port engine. 

MR. WOODY: Did you have any - -  during the 
time? 

MR. JOHNSON: No, everything was running A- 

okay. When I was in the engine room, I just felt, you 
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know, a couple of shimmies there. I thought it was 

just thick ice, you know, saw everything was running 

well, because I usually pop in and out to make sure the 

lines are all right, nothing wrong, you know, with the 

boat and we were just - -  
MR. WOODY: When you say lines, what kind of 

lines are you talking about? 

MR. JOHNSON: Hydraulic lines in the back of 

the jet. 

MR. WOODY: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: Oil flowing into the jets to 

control the - -  
MR. WOODY: Okay. And now, getting underway, 

do you have, is everything running when you get 

underway? I mean, there is no, everything is - -  
MR. JOHNSON: We usually shut the generator 

off, just until we are out of the ice because it 

doesn’t get proper flow, so it usually doesn’t 

overheats because there is an automatic switch for 

overheat. 

MR. WOODY: How long a period is this usually? 

Saying, getting underway and then how long is it 

getting back, coming back in - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Four minutes. 

MR. WOODY: Four minutes. Coming back in, 
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what, I mean - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Probably the  same, bu t  it 

depends on the  cu r ren t ,  too,  because i f  the c u r r e n t  i s  

coming i n ,  you have less ice up where we  dock. I f  the 

cu r ren t  i s  going ou t ,  l i k e  it was a t  the  t i m e ,  you have 

more ice f u r t h e r  up, so, as soon as I get i n t o  the ice, 

you know, I have the  hea t  on, you know, get the boa t  

w a r m  and we shut  the  generator o f f ,  running on 

emergency, you know. 

MR. WOODY: You are running on batteries. 

M R .  JOHNSON: R i g h t .  

MR. WOODY: I see. And now, on the bridge, 

what, i s  there anything i n  the way of sh ip  c o n t r o l  t h a t  

i s  not  energized during t h i s  t i m e ?  

MR. JOHNSON: There i s  only one radar, which 

i s  the  main radar, which works on 110 - -  208. Other 

than t h a t ,  and the  pinpoint system, which i s  j u s t  an 

aide, you r e a l l y  c a n ’ t  use f o r  navigat ional  purposes 

anyway, it i s  only an aide t o  help you. 

cap ta in  has his radar, he has f u l l  con t ro l  of t he  

vessel. They are a l l  24 v o l t  systems. And you have 

your GPS, which is 24 v o l t s .  

no t  there i s  the mate’s radar. 

And the 

The only th ing  t h a t  i s  

MR. WOODY: The mate’s radar. 

MR. JOHNSON: Everything i s  24 v o l t s .  
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MR. WOODY: The TV cameras are on, too? 

MR. JOHNSON: The cameras, no, they are 120. 

They are using contact  - -  radio.  

MR. WOODY: So, the  mate’s r ada r ,  t h e  pinpoint  4 

5 system. 

MR. JOHNSON: Right.  

MR. WOODY: The TV, i s  there anything else 

6 

7 

l i k e  t ha t  t h a t  i s  not running? 

MR. JOHNSON: ( inaudible)  

8 

9 

MR. WOODY: Is there any change - -  lo 

MR. JOHNSON: You mean the  camera t o  the 11 

12 engine room? 

MR. WOODY: Y e s .  13 

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, t h a t  is - -  
MR. WOODY: Those work on deck, don’ t  they? 

14 

15 

If you have the TV, do you have a p ic ture  on deck as 16 

w e l l  as i n  the  engine room o r  is it j u s t  - -  
MR. JOHNSON: They f lash on, you know, get a l l  

17 

18 

19 three si tes.  

MR. WOODY: L e t  m e  ask the  question. What, 20 

w h a t  parts of the ship does the TV cameras look a t?  21 

MR. JOHNSON: It  looks a t  j u s t  t he  f r o n t  of 22 

23 

24 Like  a close-up view. You get the  two generators .  

25 Basically, j u s t  a v i s u a l  view, l i k e  - -  or anything. 

the two main engines. You don’t  get l i k e  a w i d e  view. 
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MR. WOODY: So, was run for New York routine? 

MR. JOHNSON: Right. 

MR. WOODY: How fast does the boat, when the 

boat gets out of, clears the ice, how fast does it run? 

MR. JOHNSON: Between 32 and 35 miles. 

Depending on load. 

MR. WOODY: You mean the load of the 

passengers. 

MR. JOHNSON: Right. 

MR. WOODY: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: Usually on the way up it is 

light, you know, in the afternoon. In the morning we 

are loaded up capacity, so it is, depending on the 

current and wind, but, unloaded we do about 35, 36. 

MR. WOODY: Now, how, is there any kind of 

thing you, is there any kind of a landmark or you 

approach the ice, or what causes the - -  the end result, 
when you are approaching - -  

MR. JOHNSON: As soon as we get into the thick 

ice. 

MR. WOODY: As soon as you get into thick ice. 

MR. JOHNSON: Visually, I am on the stern of 

the boat, me and the other engineer, as soon as I 

visually see that we are going into thick ice. 

MR. WOODY: You don’t do it before, you do 
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when you -- 
MR. JOHNSON: No, r igh t  i n  there. I mean, I 

t r y  t o  do it as least poss ib le .  

i n t o  a c l e a r  spot  i n  the water,  it goes back on. 

And then even i f  I get 

MR. WOODY: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: It  i s  j u s t  i n  the midst of t h i ck  

ice,  we shut  it o f f .  If we don’ t  shut  it o f f ,  it i s  

going t o  shut  of f  by i t s e l f ,  overheat.  

MR. WOODY: It w i l l  overheat.  

I n  t h i s  case  here, you, w a s  the  genera tors  

turned of f  o r  turned back on when the - -  

MR. JOHNSON: J u s t  got  shut  o f f .  

MR. WOODY: They j u s t  go t  shut  o f f .  

MR. JOHNSON: Two minute period. 

MR. WOODY: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: I could t e l l  by the sound of the  

muff ler  of how much water I am not  g e t t i n g  o r  I am 

getting. 

MR. WOODY: I see. 

MR. JOHNSON: Even l i k e ,  a very hollow sound 

it means we  are g e t t i n g  no water. 

MR. WOODY: A r e  you t a l k i n g  about t he  engine 

o r  the generator?  

MR. JOHNSON: T h e  generator .  

25 MR. WOODY: A l l  r i gh t .  
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MR. JOHNSON:. Means there is no problem. 

MR. WOODY: Means no problem. 

MR. JOHNSON: I mean, here and there, bu t  we 

have l i k e  a modified s y s t e m  on t h i s  boat t h a t  we 

j u s t  - -  
MR. WOODY: I wouldn’t mind having you show m e  

t ha t  again. Y e s t e r d a y  w a s  the  first t i m e  I have seen 

some of t h a t ,  something l i k e  t ha t  heating system you 

have t o  keep the  generator - -  
MR. JOHNSON: A l l  r i g h t .  

MR. WOODY: B e c a u s e  t ha t  w a s  pret ty  neat. 

MR. JOHNSON: The - -  one - -  

MR. WOODY: Well, the  one for  the generator. 

MR. JOHNSON: The one tha t  we rigged up. 

MR. WOODY: R i g g e d  up, yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: That w a s  p re t ty  good. It w a s  on 

the  spot.  

MR. WOODY: Y e s .  H o w  are we going t o  do t h i s ?  

MR. JOHNSON: W e  get a bucket, you know. 

MR. WOODY: I thought t ha t  w a s  - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Y o u  do what you have got t o  do, 

you know. 

MR. WOODY: T e l l  us about t h a t  again. 

MR. JOHNSON: W e l l ,  it w a s  h i s  idea. I w a s  

thinking of somehow t o  get water without  going through 
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t he  generator  because we were g e t t i n g  it anyway. I w a s  

blowing r igh t  through the  hose and I could t e l l  we were 

j u s t  g e t t i n g  no water,  because I was blowing r i g h t  

through the piping t o  the outs ide  of t he  h u l l .  

saying t o  myself, how can I ge t  water up here, and I 

w a s  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  brainstorm, bu t  i n  the m i d s t  of tha t  

I am going through - -  going through t h i s  and checking 

t h i s ,  you know, so, he s a i d ,  we l l ,  we have got f i v e  

ga l lon  bucket, do you th ink  t h a t  generator  i s  going t o  

draw more than five ga l lons  i f  I get through 

submersibles. And I am l i k e ,  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  So, I 

s a i d ,  w e l l ,  get ,  we  had a big blue tub,  you know, l i k e  

a,  j u s t  a big blue u t i l i t y  tub.  I said, hook the l i n e  

t o  a five ga l lon  bucket, I rigged it up down i n  the  

engine room. So, we f i l l e d  t h a t  up completely. Took 

t he  hose off  the in take  of where the C s t r a i n e r  i s  f o r  

the generator ,  s tuck t h a t  i n  there. So, I s a i d ,  t u r n  

on the generator ,  now t h i s  i s  f i l l  now w i t h  a t  l eas t  40 

gal lons  of water. 

I w a s  

MR. WOODY: Y e s .  

MR: JOHNSON: So, it gave me t i m e  t o  get the 

power going and get the  submersibles going i n t o  tha t .  

So, af ter  tha t  happened, it w a s  j u s t  tha t  I w a s  able t o  

keep up w i t h  --, so we had the power on, turned on the  

submersibles, so I w a s  pumping water i n t o  the bucket 
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MR. WOODY: You had two submersibles? 

MR. JOHNSON: Two submersibles. They are 

llOs, that is why I had get the power - -  
MR. WOODY: Generator to feed them. 

MR. JOHNSON: Catch 22 in a way. 

MR. WOODY: Yes, indeed. 

MR. JOHNSON: Get that thing going. 

MR. WHITE: Did you have keep turning them 

off and on, the submersibles? 

MR. JOHNSON: No, it actually, for some reason 

it just worked perfectly, where I never, it never went 

up and it never went down. I had like this much water 

on the bottom and it was sucking, and those two were 

able to keep. One wouldn’t have worked, that would 

have started that one out without water. It worked. 

It was just one of those things that happened to work 

out, you know, in a bad situation. 

MR. WOODY: How long after the grounding did 

you get this thing back on line? 

you to hook this up? 

How long did it take 

MR. JOHNSON: About an hour and a half. 

MR. WOODY: About an hour. 

MR. JOHNSON: I had one on. I was letting 

them burning out. I would turn them on just to get 
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heat on the boat for maybe like three or four minutes 

that I could run, you know, the generator without 

water, you know, overheat, the propeller is going to 

burn out. 

had to get the generator going just enough time to get 

heat back on the boat, and to make announcements by the 

It was going to shut off by itself. And I 

Captain. So, you need the 110 for the intercom c p A 3  

systems, you know, making out. 

MR. WOODY: So, when you got the generator 

running in this fashion, you had two submersible pumps. 

MR. JOHNSON: Right. 

MR. WOODY: You had two hoses coming down. 

MR. JOHNSON: Coming into the back hatch where 

the generator is, not the main hatch, this one all the 

way in the stern. 

MR. WOODY: Is this starboard or port 

generator? 

MR. JOHNSON: Port generator. 

MR. WOODY: Port generator. Okay. And you 

had to section off  the - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Section off the pump. Not from 

the pump, the pump going down to the C strainer. 

MR. WOODY: Yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: I had that coming off of there 

and into the bucket, bending into the bucket. 
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MR. WOODY: A section in the bucket. 

MR. JOHNSON: Right. 

MR. WOODY: Did you make any - -  

MR. JOHNSON: Running great. 

MR. WOODY: Running great. 

MR. JOHNSON: I had no problems. No over heat 

And that was, we had that on a good three or nothing. 

hours. 

MR. WOODY: Okay. That is a fascinating 

story. It is fantastic. 

MR. JOHNSON: What do you do, you know? 

MR. WOODY: Well, that is, that is pretty 

great. 

Okay. Where were you at when the vessel 

grounded? Were you down in the - -  

MR. JOHNSON: I was in the port engine room 

monitoring. 

MR. WOODY: Did you lean forward, did you lose 

your balance or anything like that? 

MR. JOHNSON: No, because I am usually holding 

on to the system regardless anyway, because it is only 

a small, about s i x  inches wide, so I am always holding 

on here, one hand on the back, just - -  
MR. WOODY: Yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: And honestly, it didn’t even 
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feel  that  bad. I thought it w a s  l i k e  th ick  ice t h a t  w e  

were j u s t  tumbling i n t o ,  because sometimes it does feel  

l i k e  t h a t ,  you can feel  it jump. So, I said, oh, it i s  

t h i c k  ice up there. That i s  what i s  exac t ly  what I 

said t o  myself, and I went, ran up and I am looking and 

I am l i k e ,  we a i n ’ t  moving, so there is  d e f i n i t e l y  a 

problem. I thought i t  was the ice a t  f i r s t ,  I am l i k e ,  

it i s  tha t  t h i c k .  And then I looked around, and I w a s  

l i k e ,  I guess we have got  a problem. 

MR. WOODY: Now, we have heard somebody say 

tha t  one o f ,  your power, when you were aground w a s  t h a t  

you don’ t  have a power s t e r n  t o  back up, i s  t h a t  - -  
MR. JOHNSON: L e s s  power s t e r n .  

MR. WOODY: Less power s t e r n s .  

MR. JOHNSON: I t  i s  not  as e f f i c i e n t .  

MR. WOODY: Now, w a s  t h e ,  which side of the 

ground w a s  t h i s ,  w a s  it s ta rboard  side? 

MR. JOHNSON: I bel ieve  it was the s t a rboa rd  

side, maybe not  f u l l y  grounded, bu t  - -  
MR. WOODY: NO, j u s t  - -  
MR. JOHNSON: I th ink  it w a s  the  s t a rboa rd  

side because as the t ide  went down, the s ta rboard  

pontoon w a s  ou t .  

MR. WOODY: Was out .  

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, I couldn’t  get a prime on 
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the jet, because we were out of the water so much. 

MR. WOODY: How do you get a prime, does it 

come in the front someway and go through or - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Under the, there is a big tube 

that runs underneath. 

MR. WOODY: Underneath. 

MR. JOHNSON: About, maybe six, six, seven 

meters in, and then that is, you have your big 

propeller, which sucks from the bottom. But, if you 

are out of the water and your propeller is here, like 

the middle of your propeller is here and the water is 

down here, you can’t get a prime. 

MR. WOODY: You can’t get a prime. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, too much air in there. So, 

that was the whole reason. But, 401 we had prime the 

whole time. 

MR. WOODY: I see. 

MR. JOHNSON: Kept it going because I didn’t 

want to, you know, in case we could move, at least we 

wanted to have one. If we lost that one, I told to 

deflush that one, we didn’t lose it initially, we lost 

it after the tide went down and the engine was 

overheating, because of lack of water. 

MR. WOODY: The main engine - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Starboard main. 
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MR. WOODY: The s tarboard main engine. 

MR. WOODY: Starboard main. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, it w a s  g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  

ho t ,  so I t o l d  them t o  punch it ou t ,  I took control of 

it i n  the  engine room, you know, RPM w i s e ,  you know, I 

c l ea red  up the  system, you know, the  valves t h a t  we  

have, and the  temperature s t a r t e d  dropping. I gave it 

t o  t h e  Captain t o  t r y  t o  punch it back i n  and t h a t  i s  

when I knew - -  because we were ou t  of the  water. 

MR. WOODY: So, l e t ’ s  see now. When you 

observed the  - -  t h a t  means you had a l l  t he  services on 

t h e  boat .  

MR. JOHNSON: Y e s .  

MR. WOODY: And which i s  the  hea t ing  and 

blowers and everything. 

MR. JOHNSON: Y e s .  

MR. WOODY: Lights.  Did you have any o the r  

shortages,  f r e sh  water and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ?  

MR. JOHNSON: Fresh water stopped, and t h e  

to i le t s  wouldn’t f lush .  

MR. WOODY: Okay. Why d i d  it s top ,  d i d  you 

run shor t  or turned off or - -  
MR. JOHNSON: ( inaudible)  

MR. WOODY: You s a i d  the  to i le t s  wouldn’t 

f l u sh .  
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MR. JOHNSON: Yes, they don’t flush, but you 

can still use them for peeing. 

MR. WOODY: Well - -  
MR. JOHNSON: It is one of those things that 

passengers kind of know what we are doing, because we 

used to make announcements like, look it is going to 

get dark in here for a minute, we are just doing this 

until, you know, we have emergency lighting on all of 

the boat. 

MR. WOODY: Yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: And see all these lights here, 

24 volt, half of them, half of the lights are 24 volts. 

And it is official lighting. 

MR. WOODY: Yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: Upstairs and down, you have to 

have lighting, you know, so we tell them, they kind of 

got into the deal where they know, and when we get 

three minutes from the dock, nobody goes to the 

bathroom anyway. They are all waiting - -  
MR. WOODY: But, after you got, after you got 

the generator back on line, using this bucket method. 

MR. JOHNSON: Well, when we first went 

aground, the jets cleaning up the water, I turned the 

generator back on, because it was clean water and it 

was working because the tide was up a little, a little 
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b i t .  So, af ter  about an hour, aw,  maybe a half  hour 

being aground w e  l o s t  suc t ion  because the  t ide w a s  

dropping and w e  were i n t o  sand. 

come up w i t h  the idea of the bucket. 

That is  when we had t o  

MR. WOODY: That was, now, when you f i r s t ,  you 

were using the s ta rboard  generator  o r  - -  

MR. JOHNSON: Starboard generator .  

MR. WOODY: Starboard genera tor ,  a l l  r igh t .  

MR. JOHNSON: The reason I used the p o r t  

generator  f o r  the bucket system i s  because the  pump is 

9 closest t o  the  e x i t i n g  hatch, so it w a s  a l o t  easier t o  

It w a s  coming r igh t  over the get  the  hoses r i g h t  over. 

r a i l  i n t o  the bucket, i n s t ead  of having t o  go, the  

s ta rboard  one i s  facing the o the r  way. 

MR. WOODY: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: I t  is facing i n t o  the engine 

room. 

hoses down, haul the  bucket down, so that  is  why we  

used the p o r t  generator because it i s  r igh t  there. 

So, it would have been a l o t  more work, haul  the 

MR. WOODY: Okay. Now, the sh ip  had a l ist  

of p o r t .  

MR. JOHNSON: You couldn ' t  even real ly  feel 

it. 

pontoon and the s tarboard.  

It w a s  t h i s  much d i f f e rence  between the p o r t  

MR. WOODY: But, the  sec t ion  you had prime 
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w i t h  your po r t .  

MR. JOHNSON: Port  had p r i m e .  

MR. WOODY: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: But, the  th ing  is, i f  you have a 

prime, you keep it usua l ly ,  it is  hard t o  lose it 

un les s ,  I mean, you are ou t  of the water. 

MR. WOODY: Y e s .  

MR. JOHNSON: But, when you s t o p  and t r y  it 

again,  because you may not get ,  you know what I am 

saying? 

MR. WOODY: I do, yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: The s ta rboard  one I had t o  take 

o u t  through the - -  so, t h a t  i s  how it w a s  on the prime. 

I t  w a s  primed before  t ha t ,  bu t  when I took the  t i m e  t o  

f l u s h  it o u t ,  then we lost it completely. 

vacuum. You lose your vacuum - -  
It i s  l i k e  a 

MR. WOODY: Got you. 

Okay. A f t e r  you got  the  p o r t  generator  

r e s t o r e d  w i t h  us ing the  - -  the  pumps provide water t o  

t he  bucket t ha t  you - -  Okay, was any o the r  shor tages  on 

the ship such as fresh water? O r  did tha t  g ive  you - -  
MR. JOHNSON: You have, we l o s t  fresh water 

from the  main tank, the 350 gal lon  tank and tha t  gets 

pumped i n t o  the boat .  A f t e r  w e  go t  t h a t  going, I s a w  

tha t  the water was, w e  had only l i k e  - -  ga l lons ,  so we 
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had a 150 gallons in front of surplus. 

MR. WOODY: These are in drums? 

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, they are in these drums. 

MR. WOODY: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: And what we did is, since we 

were using submersibles to get the generator going, we 

had to find another way of getting the water from the 

drums to the tank. So, we took a gallon milk, cut it 

out, cut the bottom out, made a funnel, stuck it inside 

to where the fresh water gets put in, and we took a 

five gallon bucket and we were just pouring it right 

in. 

MR. WOODY: I see. 

MR. JOHNSON: And that was a 150 gallon tank. 

And that - -  
MR. WOODY: How, how, at the rate you using 

the water, how long, how many hours could you have 

gone? 

MR. JOHNSON: Not much more. 

MR, WOODY: Not much more. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yes. 

MR. WOODY: So, the only shortage you had was 

fresh water. 

MR. JOHNSON: Right, right. But, it was not 

drinking, it was just - -  That is the only - -  
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MR. WOODY: As far  as dr inking,  you have 

b o t t l e d  water f o r  t h a t ,  I presume. 

MR. JOHNSON: W e  ran ou t  of water after 

awhile. 

MR. WOODY: Oh, you did.  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, and p lus  we stopped serv ing  

alcohol tha t  is what the Coast Guard said, 

anybody had t o  be l i f t e d  off  the  boa t ,  they don’t  want 

anybody - -  

in case 

MR. WOODY: D i d  you have s o f t  d r ink  se rv ice?  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, bu t  t ha t  is f roze  up. W e  

l o s t  t h a t  due t o  the water. 

MR. WOODY: Due t o  the  water. 

MR. JOHNSON: And tha t  hasn ’ t  been working f o r  

awhile, you know, Coca Cola i s  suppose t o  come i n  and 

fix t h a t .  I don’ t know - -  

MR. WOODY: Okay. 

MR. WHITE: I want t o  c l a r i fy  j u s t  a couple of 

th ings  t ha t  I got  confused when I talked t o  the  other 

guys 

’ The fresh water system, the  po r t ab le  water ,  I 

guess. 

MR. JOHNSON: Potable water. 

MR. WHITE: Potable water. That is s t r i c t ly  

through the  heads. 
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MR. JOHNSON: No. 

MR. WHITE: For the - -  
MR. JOHNSON: The heads use the  same water 

supply as the  soda machines and whatever else. 

MR. WHITE: I t  has nothing t o  do the engine 

machinery. 

MR. JOHNSON: No, the  engine machinery i s  

complete dependent on i t s e l f ,  and it uses ocean water. 

MR. WHITE: Y e s .  

MR. JOHNSON: Sea water. 

MR. WHITE: Well, sea water,  and a l l  that .  

Okay. So, as far  as running ou t  of fresh 

water - - 
MR. JOHNSON: It wouldn’t have been c r i t i ca l  

o r  an emergency, you know. 

MR. WHITE: It would not  have affected the 

engines - -  
MR. JOHNSON: No, no. 

MR. WHITE: Nothing l i k e  t ha t .  

MR. JOHNSON: No machinery would have been 

affected. T h e  only th ing  affected i s  the heads a t  t h a t  

t i m e .  

MR. WHITE: L e t  m e  jump back t o  the 

generators .  

MR. JOHNSON: Okay. 
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MR. WHITE: On a rout ine  b a s i s ,  l e t ’ s  say you 

hadn’t  gone aground. 

normal. Who decides,  f irst  o f f ,  do you have both 

generators  on? 

L e t ’ s  say you w e r e  j u s t  coming i n  

MR. JOHNSON: No, j u s t  one a t  a t i m e .  You can 

only run on one, ei ther way. 

MR. WHITE: Y e s .  You don’ t  have a way t o  

s p l i t  the - -  
MR. JOHNSON: No. 

MR. WHITE: Who decides when t o  shut  it off? 

MR. JOHNSON: E i t h e r  m e  o r  t he  o the r  engineer 

w i l l  shu t  it o f f .  

MR. WHITE: Do you inform the  capta in?  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, I t e l l  t he  cap ta in ,  I t e l l  

the capta in .  

MR. WHITE: How do you t e l l  h i m ?  Normally 

through the  radio? 

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, I j u s t  t e l l  him, Ed, you 

are going t o  l o s e ,  i f  I am i n  the wheelhouse a t  the 

t i m e  and I see the ice coming, I a m  l i k e  “ E d ,  when we  

get  i n t o  the i c e ” ,  o r  whoever the capta in  may be, I 

w i l l  say, we are shut t ing  the generator down, and he 

goes a l l  r igh t .  H e  i s  prepared. H e  knows exac t ly  what 

t o  do. 

MR. WHITE: Y e s .  
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MR. JOHNSON: I f  he t o l d  m e  don’ t  shut  t he  

generators  off, I wouldn’ t. 

MR. WHITE: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: I would let  it burn ou t  i t se l f .  

W e  work w i t h  each o the r ,  you know, w e  a l l  communicate. 

I t  i s  not l i k e  it is  j u s t  shut  o f f .  

MR. WHITE: Who makes the dec is ion  as t o  which 

generator  you - -  
MR. JOHNSON: There really i s  no dec is ion .  I 

usua l ly  a l t e r n a t e  them every day. You know, keep the  

hours the same, you know, the se rv ices  up. 

MR. WHITE: Normally you won’t switch one t o  

the o ther .  

MR. JOHNSON: No, not  on the same run. I f  I 

am using one t h a t  day, I w i l l  s t i c k  t o  it. I don’t  

switch.  

MR. WHITE: There i s  no p a r t i c u l a r  reason t o  

use one versus the o ther .  

MR. JOHNSON: The s tarboard w a s  being used 

because t h a t  w a s  j u s t  the choice t h a t  day. 

MR. WHITE: Y e s .  

MR. JOHNSON: And then we went t o  the p o r t ,  

l i k e  I t o l d  you, because it w a s  j u s t  a l o t  easier f o r  

t he  bucket. 

MR. WHITE: Y e s .  But, there w a s  no mechanical 
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problem with the port previously. 

MR. JOHNSON: No. 

MR. WHITE: And that was why you were Using 

the starboard. 

MR. JOHNSON: No. No problem. But, like I 

said, though we couldn’t use the starboard anyway 

because at the time that was the pontoon that was more 

aground than the port. 

MR. WHITE: How did the PA system sound to you 

when you have the generators on? Does it work 

normally? 

MR. JOHNSON: The PA was fine, yeah, loud, 

everybody could hear, although out the boat. Every 

speaker we had, it flowed through every one of them. 

% 

MR. WHITE: Is there any kind of check you 

ever do on the speakers to make sure they all work? 

MR. JOHNSON: The crew in the cabin, if they, 

if the captain makes an announcement, and it is not 

loud enough, they will say, you know, a little low, a 

little high, you know, everybody uses it. I mean, we 

make the announcements when we were going to slow, it 

is the most quiet on the boat. 

you know, meaning when you are full throttle, it is 

hard to hear, you know, water noise, just people 

talking. You can always hear. But, you know, we 

When you are hooked up, 
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usually tell the captain too low or too high, but it is 

usually always the same. 

because it is underneath, 

and everybody playing with it. 

Everybody was working fine that day. 

Nobody really messes with it 

It is not like it is visible 

Everybody can hear it. 

I heard it. 

MR. WOODY: And with the generators back on, 

the PA was working. 

MR. JOHNSON: Right. It was working. I was 

making verbal announcements, too, as I was getting 

information. I was telling the people by mouth, what 

is going upstairs - -  
MR. WHITE: Were you up in the bridge at all 

during the evolution, I mean, pretty much - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Oh, yes, I was, I had an irate 

passengers two times, calm them down. And then I was 

up there - -  
MR. WHITE: Irate? 

MR. JOHNSON: Meaning he was getting a little 

out of hand. 

MR. WHITE: Around here or up in the bridge? 

MR. JOHNSON: Up in the bridge. When we were 

doing the helicopter, you know, the helicopter lift, I 

was telling the mate to turn off  one of the radars, and 

he was saying, I need help down here, I have got a guy 

ready to throw fits. So, I ran down. He was just 
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being, you know, nobody is telling us what is going on, 

you know, yelling at the guy, just being uncooperative, 

you know, giving a pretty bad time. So, I said, what 

is your, I just said, what is your problem, sir. Talk 

to me, you know, don’t yell. And he said, this guy is 

an idiot. This is guy is an f-ing this, f-ing that. 

MR. WHITE: This is the guy being hoisted off?  

MR. JOHNSON: No, no, this is - -  
MR. WHITE: Somebody else. 

MR. JOHNSON: I said, look, I go, I can’t make 

an announcement right now, because the generator is 

off, I go, we are in the middle helicoptering the guy 

off that is sick. I go, the captain is doing what he 

can do, talking to the Coast Guard. I go, we are doing, 

everybody is doing what they can in this situation. I 

go, we are all here stuck together. Just calm down. 

And I am going to make an announcement in about three 

minutes. He goes, all right, no problem, I am sorry. 

And he calmed down. 

And then there was another guy about a couple 

hours later just wanted to know what was going to on 

and I had to calm him down, too. But, a lot of people, 

they know me, so. 

MR. WHITE: Did you know these guys? 

MR. JOHNSON: The one guy I knew. The second 
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guy I knew. The first guy he was like a British guy or 

Australian or something. He was, it was just a matter 

of talking to him instead of, I guess - -  

MR. WHITE: So, when the helio 0 came in, came 

into do it, that was before you gerry rigged the 

generator? 
J V V  

MR. JOHNSON: No generator then. 

MR. WHITE: Yes. Any problem with lighting on 

the outside? 

MR. JOHNSON: No, we have, on the mast we have 

some spotlights that work off 24 volts. 

MR. WHITE: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: And they were on. 

MR. WHITE: No problem with the engine as far 

as its generating capability for 24 volts? 

MR. JOHNSON: No, we have alternators on it. 

We have got alternators on both - -  
MR. WHITE: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: One works for the start of 

motors, one works for the house - -  You can interlock 
them, too, if you have a problem. 

MR. WHITE: Yes. Okay. 

One thing I was going to ask you, what I was 

leading to when I asked you if you had been up on the 

bridge. The one guy who was hoisted o f f ,  had a little 
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b i t  of c o n f l i c t i n g  information. Did he get sick before  

the  whole th ing  happened? 

MR. JOHNSON: N o ,  he,  from what I understand, 

I don’t  know exac t ly  when he came up t o  t h e  cabin ,  b u t  

before  we got  i n t o  the i c e ,  the cap ta in  s a i d ,  a c t u a l l y  

one of the  deck hands t o l d  me, ‘The Captain is t r y i n g  

t o  ca l l  you.” 

r ad io .  I said,  ‘What i s  i t ,  Ed?” H e  s a i d ,  ‘Come up t o  

That i s  when I went and go t  on the 
’)I 

the  br idge ,  you and Sco t t  r i g h t  away.” I said,  “ A l l  

r igh t .”  W e  weren’t i n  the ice  ye t ,  so I know it wasn’t 

from the  ice. I went up t o  the bridge, and he said, 

t h i s  guy here i s  sick. I have got  t o  get h i m  t o  the 

back of the boa t ,  you know, t h i s  way he can be the 
&w 

first  person off  because p a r a m e m  are wai t ing  f o r  

h i m .  I s a i d ,  no problem. M e  and S c o t t  took h i m  t o  

back, pu t  h i m  i n  the auxiliary room. H e  waited there, 

so he could be the f irst  one of f  the boa t ,  you know, 

the  p a r a m e w s  were going t o  be there. So, it wasn’t ol.;.’c 

from t h i s .  I t  had nothing t o  do w i t h  that .  

MR. WHITE: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: H e  w a s  sick. 

MR. WHITE: But, he wasn’t on the bridge when 

you a c t u a l l y  r an  aground. 

MR. JOHNSON: N o ,  he w a s  down i n  the  back of 

the  boa t .  H e  w a s  i n  the  auxiliary room, which i s  on 
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the - -  
MR. WOODY: Is there two auxiliary room? 

MR. JOHNSON: There is one. He was in there. 

MR. WHITE: I made an assumption and it is 

probably not right, then. 

where do you normally discharge and load passengers 

from? 

When you come in and tie up, 

MR. JOHNSON: With the ice, we have been 

coming in in the afternoon, starboard side, this way we 

can come, tight at the back, instead of having to crush 

ice, because when you are bringing a boat in, you can’t 

do it because the ice is keeping you out. So, you come 

in tight as we can to the dock, and the boat is closest 

to the pier. We go in starboard side. 

MR. WHITE: Okay. In normal off both ends, 

off just - -  
Id MR. JOHNSON: Up the bo- at 34th Street is 

loading and Pier 11 in New York is starboard side. And 

here, or up there, when we come back with the ice, as 

far as, usually fair weather or clear water, we come 

around to the port, the back. 

MR. WOODY: So, normally you do port side - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Just so when you pull out, you 

don’ t - -  
MR. WOODY: What is the advantage of going 
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p o r t  side? 

MR. JOHNSON: No advantage, j u s t ,  w e l l ,  you 

are fac ing  where you are going, you know. P lus ,  you 

know, it i s  the  way we started - -  
MR. WHITE: So, when you come i n  port side,  

you have go t  t o  t u r n  when you come i n t o  the dock. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, we come up and round up 

and come i n .  

MR. WHITE: R i g h t .  

MR. JOHNSON: Because tha t  i s  the  way we  have 

the l i n e  set up when we first started. 

have the l i n e ,  we  don’t  throw l i n e s .  

up - -  come r igh t  i n .  

s e t  up a s ta rboard ,  so we can come r igh t  i n  and r an  

t h a t  l i n e ,  and made the  dock s u f f i c i e n t  t o  where people 

You know, we 

The  l i n e s  are set  

But, l a s t  year, w i t h  the ice we 

can get off. 

MR. WOODY: Both ends? 

MR. JOHNSON: B o t h ,  w e l l ,  p o r t ,  s ta rboard .  

MR. WOODY: Por t ,  s tarboard.  

L e t ’ s  see, i f  you come i n t o  the  i c e ,  you t i e  

s ta rboard  side, 

MR. JOHNSON: Right.  

(Pause. ) 

MR. WHITE: So, basically the  only advantage 

t o  s ta rboard  then is  you don’t  have t u r n ,  so you don’t  
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have t o  worry about g e t t i n g  the ice - -  

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, because usua l ly ,  t h i s  w a y  

you are coming r i g h t  i n  directly from the  channel,  and 

you get i n  t i g h t  t o  the  dock. T h i s  way, you know, your 

s t e r n  i s n ’ t  s tuck ou t  from the  ice ,  it is  coming - -  You 

know, it is hard t o  t u r n  w i t h  t ha t  ice ,  t oo ,  l i k e  I 

said. 

do it sometimes. The ice j u s t  prevents you from doing 

tha t .  I t  i s  not  l i k e  a wheel boat .  

MR. WOODY: Y e s .  

MR. WHITE: That i s  about a l l  I have. 

Anything tha t  you s a w  as far as a problem 

I f  you wanted t o  round up t o  go p o r t ,  you c a n ’ t  

w i t h  the  passengers a t  a l l ,  o the r  than the  two? 

MR. JOHNSON: J u s t  those two guys, I mean, 

other than tha t  I th ink  the s i t u a t i o n  went as good as 

it can go. I mean, everybody was p r e t t y  - -  A l o t  of 

them, 80 percent  of the people I know, not  personal ly ,  

b u t  they know me.  They know who I am. They know m y  

name and I know a l o t  of them. So, I mean, I guess 

they s a w  a familiar face ,  so it wasn’ t as bad. 

t r y i n g  t o  keep, I was, I w a s  cracking jokes here and 

there, you know, t ry ing  t o  j u s t  l i g h t e n  everybody up. 

But, I was, t h a t  w a s  my f irst  aground. I th ink  it w a s  

my  f irst  r e a l  inc ident  on one of these boats .  

I w a s  

MR. WHITE: I am glad you mentioned, there is 
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one other, what kind of t r a in ing  have you had i n  

emergency, you know, either dr i l ls  br  emergencies? 

MR. JOHNSON: W e  do dr i l ls  w i t h  the  cap ta in  as 

required.  And I have done Coast Guard d r i l l s ,  man 

overboard d r i l l s ,  f i r e  d r i l l s ,  you know, I went t o  

school,  you know, I have a master l i cense .  I have 

learned ,  I went t o  sea school t o  get my l i cense .  

learned a l o t  about f i re  f igh t ing .  

I 

MR. WHITE: What kind of dr i l ls  have you 

ac tua l ly  done, you have done a man overboard d r i l l  for 

ins tance  on here? 

MR. JOHNSON: Not i n  a while. I don’ t  know, I 

haven’t  personal ly ,  but  I don’ t  know because I am no t  

on the  boat every day. 

I am working on the o ther  boat.  

done, they a r e  logged. They are required.  

A l o t  of t i m e s  I work n igh t s  o r  

But, I know they get 

MR. WHITE: Y e s ,  

MR. JOHNSON: But, I mean, I am pre t ty  up t o  

speed w i t h  everything. I s t a r t e d  out  on decks, so I 

w a s  always doing it. 

w i t h  a dummy, and we did tha t  i n  very good t i m e .  . 

Everybody i s  p re t ty ,  pret ty  good crew. 

But, we  did a Coast Guard d r i l l  

MR. WHITE: You say when you do the  Coast 

Guard d r i l l ,  i s  t h a t  actual ly  under way when you go 

back and pick them up? 
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MR. JOHNSON: Oh, w e ,  a f t e r  our runs i n  t h e  

morning, a t  couple of Coast Guard guys jump on, they 

said, act l i k e  you were ac t ing  as i f  it w a s  a r egu la r  

day. So we are a l l  walking around the  cabin,  and a l l  

of a sudden they j u s t  throw a dummy overboard. 

MR. WHITE: A t  t he  dock? 

MR. JOHNSON: N o ,  we were i n  B Ridge F l a t .  

(Change of t ape . )  

MR. WOODY: Where d id  you br ing  - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Bough, t he  bough. Because we  

don’ t  want t o  do it on the  s t e r n  - -  it is  easier t o  

maneuver, l i k e  you use hands - -  t o  the  cap ta in ,  up, 

over and l i k e  t h a t .  

MR. WOODY: Can we  take a real  quick - -  

MR. WHITE: The only th ing  I w a s  going t o  ask 

w a s ,  suppose i f  t h i s  had happened t o  where they 

couldn’t  have got ten ,  le t ’s  say the re  had been a damage 

t o  the  h u l l .  

MR. JOHNSON: Right. 

MR. WHITE: You found only rock w a s  probably 

s i t t i n g  out  t he re  or something l i k e  t h a t  or how do you 

th ink  everybody would have got ten o f f ?  

MR. JOHNSON: W e l l ,  I would have t o  manually 

put  t he  l i f e b o a t  - -  
MR. WHITE: Even though they w e r e  r a f t s .  
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300, over 300 people on there, I Would have had to 

manually put them out, have everybody down l i f e  jackets 

and put them out on the man overboard ladder. 

the only way - -  
That is 

MR. WHITE: That is what, that man overboard 

ladder, is that always sitting on top? 

MR. JOHNSON: That is a Jacobs ladder. We 

have got that one, and we have another one, too, and it 

is right on the back. A regular ladder, platform. 

MR. WHITE: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: But, I would have used both, 

whatever is quicker. 

MR. WHITE: Let’s say the other ferry was 

running, the other boat was running. 

MR. JOHNSON: Right. 

MR. WHITE: How, if you had to transfer from 

one to other, how would you do that? 

MR. JOHNSON: We tie up side by side. 

MR. WHITE: - -  compatible enough to be able 

to do that. 

MR. JOHNSON: Yes ,  we do it all the time. 

When we fuel up on the other boat, we are always side 

by side. Two lines in the front, two lines in the back 

and they stay tight. Ramp over, and get them out. It 
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would have worked; 

f iR .  WHITE: - -  the other company's boats? 
MR. JOHNSON: I mean, I mean, they probably 

could. 

MR. WHITE: Okay. 

MR. JOHNSON: Worse case scenario. 

MR. WHITE: Or if they had a problem, you 

Would go - -  
MR. JOHNSON: Yeah, I mean, if you need help, 

you know, it is people, you know, it is not competition 

when it comes down to people’s lives. 

MR. WHITE: Right. It is just taking people to 

work. 

MR. JOHNSON: Right. The buck stops, you 

know, when people are in trouble. 

MR. WHITE: Okay. You wanted to look at one 

more thing you said. 

MR. WOODY: Yes, I would like to see you put 

that bucket. 

MR. JOHNSON: Okay. 

(Tape ended. ) 
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